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Meditation #1
GOD’S 
INTEREST IN 
-----
THE GIVER


Food For Thought
God rejected Cain’s offering. Cain responded with anger and depression. What amazes me about God’s counsel to Cain is found in what God did not say. God did not say anything specifically about Cain’s offering. There was something much more important at stake, Cain. 

Reference Scripture
	Genesis 4:3 -16
[bookmark: _Toc101490116]Connecting The Dots – What God has allowed me to see
Some Christian commentary on the reference scripture focuses on the inappropriateness of Cain’s offering, but I believe that the text is also pointing to a deeper issue. Notice in verse 4 that God looked on both the gift and the giver. God’s comment to Cain was that if Cain did what was right, Cain would be accepted. The wording suggests that Cain knew what was right and had the power to do so. God desired to accept Cain not just his offering. Finally, God also advised Cain that a choice not to do what was right was a choice to turn from God toward sin. God warned that sin was waiting to consume Cain. 

I suspect that this passage’s emphasis on the giver more so than the gift often goes unnoticed by readers.  Yet, this passage of scripture actually says very little about the offering itself. God focused on Cain and how Cain was relating to Him. It would have been very easy for God to have identified for us the aspect of Cain’s offering that made it unacceptable. Instead, He simply tells us what was offered. I believe that God intentionally omitted additional comments about Cain’s giving in order to point us in another direction.

For me, there is a familiarity to God’s approach to this Father-son chat. I often find myself trying to give general advice to my oldest son without telling him specifically what he should do. My oldest son was in his mid-twenties and the branch manager for a major financial institution in New York. One day he called and stated that he wanted my advice regarding a dilemma he faced at work. After listening patiently to his problem, it was clear to me that he knew the correct course of action, but that course was not his preference. I was anxious because his decision would impact his career, but I also knew that it was important for my son to decide for himself, so after asking a few general questions about the situation, I said “I can understand your dilemma, call me back and let me know what you decide”. As his father, I wanted my son to make the correct decision, but I also wanted it to be the result of his self-reflection and free will.

God’s comments to Cain were directed at the relationship. Cain’s gift had no value outside of the context of their relationship. I believe God focused on Cain rather than the offering itself because the offering was only symptomatic of a deeper problem. God talked to Cain about Cain and not about the gift because their relationship mattered more than the gift. God did not offer specific instructions regarding how to amend the offering. God knew what was right and Cain knew what was right, but Cain had to choose for himself. Cain’s choice needed to be the result of self-reflection and free-will.

The consequences of Cain’s actions are summarized in his own words in Genesis 4:13 & 14:
[bookmark: _Toc101490117]Genesis 4:
Ge 4:13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.  
Ge 4:14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence……” 

Cain finally realized that his choices and actions bore a cost to His relationship with the Lord, yet even then he still did not realize how much that relationship mattered to God. While their initial conversation suggested the priority that God placed on Cain, God’s subsequent actions reveal His heart as a father. Verses 15 &16 reveal that after God’s pronouncement of His judgment on Cain for his murder of Abel, Cain feared that someone would kill him. Yet, in spite of Cain’s unacceptable offering and in spite of his murder of his brother, God chose not to abandon Cain to the judgment of his peers. God placed a mark on Cain, identifying Cain as His own and God declared that anyone who killed Cain would be punished “seven times over.” So, Cain remained not just under the authority of God, but under God’s protection as well, even though “Cain went from the presence of the Lord.” (verse 16). Wow!! In spite of the breech in their relationship, God chose to continue His public identification with Cain and to extend His protection as a father.  

This, the bible’s first account of mankind’s offertory giving, clearly establishes God’s interest in the giver and makes it easier to see that God is interested in more than just the gift. 
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