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Drawing Nearer



THE QUESTION WHY

Have you ever wondered why God asks us to give? In the quiet corners of your mind, where no one can hear, do you sometimes consider why the great I AM asks His creations to give to Him that which He could simply speak into existence. Maybe you’ve attended many Bible studies, but “why” isn’t a topic you’ve ever heard discussed. You wanted to know but have never found the will to ask the question. The good news is that God is aware of our questions (even the ones we never ask aloud). And often, He has already given the answers in His Word. So, let’s explore what His Word has to say about your question “why.”

One thing the Holy Scriptures make clear is that Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides, does not ask out of His need.

Acts 17:24-25 (NIV)
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.

Psalm 50:8-12 (NIV)
8 I bring no charges against you concerning your sacrifices or concerning your burnt offerings, which are ever before me.9 I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens,10 for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.11 I know every bird in the mountains, and the insects in the fields are mine.12 If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.

Yet, He does ask. The Mosaic Laws codified a system of giving that was a part of Israel’s worship of God. God claimed divine ownership of those offerings and in Malachi 3:8 God equates withholding them as equivalent to robbing Him. In Matthew 23:23, Jesus says that the tithe should be continued and following His death, resurrection and ascension the New Testament church established practices of weekly giving (1 Corinthians 16 1-2). But Why? What was the God (who doesn’t need anything) really seeking?

This devotional invites you to begin an exploration of God’s purposes and plans for our giving. It helps answer the question: Why? We often seek singular explanations for what God intends to accomplish, but God cannot be contained by the limits of human expectation. The scriptures reveal that there is timeless breadth and depth to what God is doing.

Levitical writings called the system of Israel’s sacrificial offerings “Qorbanot.” It is the plural version of the word “qorban,” which we translate as “offering.” The root of that word means to “draw near.” It literally described the act of the Israeli offerer physically coming closer to the presence of God (located in the tent of meeting or the tabernacle) in order to bring their offering. I think they were on to something because the metaphoric meaning of “drawing nearer” is much deeper, much richer and still applies to us today.

This devotional invites you to consider and meditate on the scriptures’ revelation that God is interested in more than the gift itself. It begins an examination of His use of the process of our   giving to 1) reveal the heart of His interests, 2) reveal the state of our heart for Him and 3) let us participate in accomplishing the heart of His purposes.

These three principles emerged from my personal study and form the foundation for the reflections offered in this devotional:

First Principle: God is interested in more than just the gift.
God’s priority is our relationship with Him and each other. He desires to use our giving as a tool to grow those relationships. It is like the desire parents have as they teach their young children to give on birthdays, Mother’s Day, Christmas. So, He repeatedly places the topic of giving in scripture next to His discussion of relationship issues that we might see the connection. It is not that the gift is not important, but the gift alone is never God’s focus.

Second Principle: Our giving is important because of what it reveals.
Even though God is interested in more than our gift, our giving is important because our response to the opportunity to give serves as a mirror that reflects the health of our relationship with God.

Third Principle: Our giving is important because of what it accomplishes.
Even though God is interested in more than our gift, our giving is important because God uses it to fulfill His purposes for our relationship with Him and each other and thereby bringing glory to His name.

I encourage you to read the whole chapter in which any reference scripture is contained to get a sense of its context. The power lives in the actual word of God. Make sure you receive His words not just my interpretation.

This exploration is just a beginning, but one worth starting. Enjoy the journey.
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