OUR GIVING
 REVEALS
-----
THE GIVER’S UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S OWNERSHIP


Food For Thought
…. as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon,  he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird. At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. (Daniel 4:29-34) 

Genesis records that God entrusted mankind with stewardship of the earth. The trap that mankind falls into over and over again is that we (like Nebuchadnezzar) confuse stewardship with ownership. Whatever dominion God allows us to experience represents delegated authority not a transfer of title. That which we seemingly obtained through our efforts still belongs to God. Failing to reconcile the issue of true ownership leads to confusion in our relationship with the Lord and our response to Him. When we fail to acknowledge God’s ownership, we tend to behave like we are out of our minds.


[bookmark: _Toc101490125]Reference Scriptures  
[bookmark: _Toc101490126]    	Acts 17: 24& 25    
[bookmark: _Toc101490127]     	1 Chronicles 29:13-15


Connecting The Dots – What God has allowed me to see
While in Athens, Paul tried to clarify for local philosophers the proper perspective on giving to the living God whom he served. Like many of us, they were confused about God’s purposes in the process of giving. They attempted to appease their 
gods with temples and statues erected in their honor, but Paul let them and us know that God is ultimately the creator of all things, the owners of all things and the giver of all things. He does not “need” anything from us because it is all already His. Instead it is He who gives to us. 

The American Association of Christian Counselors sponsors a certificate program in counseling entitled Caring For People God’s Way. In it Dr. Chris Thurman shares a wonderful story by Pastor Chuck Swindoll to illustrate the conflict and confusion that can arise when one holds an incorrect view regarding ownership. The story goes something like this. A woman enters the airport at the end of a long tiring business trip. Like many other travelers she stops by one of the airport stores, buys a magazine to read, a bag of cookies to munch and plops herself into a chair near the gate to await boarding. After letting her thoughts wonder over the events of the trip, she finally allows her mind to find refuge in the pages of her favorite magazine. Remembering the cookies, she reaches into the open bag on the table next to her and begins to enjoy her snack. A few pages into the article she’s been reading she notices the rustling sound of the cookie bag and to her astonishment sees the hand of the man sitting next to her extracting a cookie. This was not someone she knew. She is stunned and speechless. Maybe he thought she didn’t notice. Seeking to reestablish her territorial rights she quickly reaches for another cookie, making certain that the bag crinkles as loudly as possible and settles back into her reading. After a few moments, she again hears the sound of her neighbor’s hand entering and exiting the bag. The anger grows within her, she doesn’t want to make a scene, they are just cookies, but they are her cookies and there is a sense of violation just the same. The scene repeats itself a few more times until there is, but one cookie left in the bag. To her shock, the man takes the last cookie breaks it in half, gently pushes one half toward her, pops the remaining segment in his mouth then gets up and walks away. Rage is now boiling within her. He certainly had no right to the cookies. His arrogance was infuriating. Where was the gratitude? What should she do? Should she go after him and demand reimbursement?  As she stands to voice her protest, the steward announces over the intercom that her flight is ready for boarding and passengers in her section should come to the gateway. The interruption gave her a momentary distraction. With the announcement, she instinctively reaches into her shoulder bag to make certain her boarding pass is secure. Still watching the man walk away, as she feels for the boarding pass, she again hears the crinkling sound of a cellophane bag. Oh no! Glancing into the shoulder bag, there next to her boarding pass, she sees her unopened bag of cookies. Washed with embarrassment, she realizes the grace of her departed neighbor. For now she finally comprehends that the bag of cookies on the table had not been hers, but his.[endnoteRef:1] [1: 

] 


The simple difference in her perspective regarding ownership made all the difference regarding her attitude. Having a proper perspective regarding the material possessions God allows us to enjoy, impacts not only the attitude with which we receive, but also the attitude with which we give to God. 

Our second reference scripture records the prayer that King David offered after He and the people gave a substantial offering to support the building of the temple. Notice that David did not boast in his giving, but rather acknowledged that all of the abundance that they gave was actually from God’s hand and belonged to Him. Out of a proper perspective, David gave praise and thanks for the privilege to give abundantly.

Reflecting on God’s ownership liberates us from much of our internal turmoil regarding the giving of ourselves and the material substance in our possession. It should be calming, comforting and almost embarrassing to realize that we are the recipients of God’s amazing grace, (both spiritually and materially) a grace that often goes unperceived and unappreciated. 

Consider for a moment the spiritual truth that you own nothing. 

· It is God’s bag (“the earth is the Lord’s”)

· They are His cookies (“and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it”)

· God is the one that is sharing with you.

While Paul clarified that God does not actually need our gifts, David understood and clarified that our gift is still important because of what it shows.  David illustrated that our attitude regarding giving to God reveals whether we understand who actually owns the substance that we give.
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