OUR GIVING 
REVEALS
-----
THE GIVER’S LOVE


Food For Thought
It was February of 1999. For several months, I had shared a series of instructional thoughts on giving with my local church congregation just prior to the collection of the offering during Sunday worship service. As I sought the Lord for guidance concerning what to share for the upcoming Sunday, I was drawn to the spiritual symbolism imbedded in our Valentine’s Day tradition. In the spiritual context, a clear and simple principle emerged, love gives. However, the opportunity to give tests our assertions and how we respond answers the question whether we really love.
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Reference Scriptures
[bookmark: _Toc101490123]John 21: 15-19
	Ephesians 5:1&2

Connecting The Dots – What God has allowed me to see

In the reference scripture in John, Peter faced the question asked of everyone who professes Jesus’ name: “Peter do you love me?” We won’t focus on Peter’s response in this meditation. Instead, I ask you to consider Jesus’ construct of the confrontation. He asks Peter the question three times. After each of Peter’s responses Jesus responds by challenging Peter to prove his expression by how he would give to those Jesus would give Peter to shepherd. Too often we confuse love with emotion, but love is expressed through action. Peter’s question is our question too. Jesus was asking more than whether Peter felt love for Him. He is asking the same of us today. Jesus will be watching what we do, not simply listening to what we say.

In Ephesians 5: 1&2 God calls us to follow Jesus’ example and to walk in love. But what does that look like. Jesus gave more than things, He yielded Himself as an offering. That is what love looks like.

One January (a number of years ago) my eldest son was home for a visit prior to transferring to the east coast for a new job. During a man-to-man/father-son chat he advised me that he had a new female friend. I didn’t ask him to categorize his level of emotional attraction, but listened intently to his description of his response to the developing relationship. He shared that his new friend was born in another country and how he had researched the national flower of that country and (as a spontaneous gift) had that single-stemmed flower delivered to her office by a florist. Then he shared how he planned to invite her to the grand opening of a play in Philadelphia, written and produced by one of his personal friends. I pondered how things would develop, but didn’t want to probe too deeply. I chose to simply observe over time how the relationship evolved. Early in February, he and I were in another conversation, this time discussing the More Than The Gift workbook. My son served as one of the workbook’s beta readers, providing feedback concerning my message and method. He had just read the chapter entitled “A Love Problem” and commented that it was ironic that Valentine’s Day was rapidly approaching. I took the opportunity to inquire about his Valentine’s Day plans for his new friend. He replied that he wasn’t sure whether he would buy her a gift. I inquired whether everything was O.K. He responded that everything was fine. I thought for a moment about what he had just shared in the context of the message of the workbook’s chapter. I paused and then advised him that his attitude and approach regarding this opportunity to give said volumes about the state of their relationship. In January there was an intention to please that manifested itself through spontaneous and creative expressions of giving. Yet, in February there were uncertain intentions and a hesitancy regarding any expression of giving at all. January spoke to a fervor of affection that seemed missing in February. Whether he was ready to admit it or not, something had changed and he would be well served to reflect on the message his feelings about giving a Valentine’s Day gift revealed. The issue wasn’t whether he ultimately gave a gift, but he needed to examine what his inner attitude and approach revealed about the true state of the relationship. The opportunity to give simply presented a vehicle for reflection.

God’s relationship with us is meant to be a love affair. God (by example) demonstrates how intricately intertwined loving and giving are. God expresses His love by offering us His very best. “For God so loved the world that He gave…” However, the demonstration of love is not intended to be one-sided. As my son discovered, our opportunities to give present to us mirrors that reflect the condition of the underlying relationship. Mirrors are wonderful tools for self-examination. For those open to self-reflection, our attitudes and giving practices reveal telling signs of the health of our relationship with the Lord. Mirrors do not create reality, they simply reflect it. Our responses to our opportunities to give simply reflect the love condition that already exists. Take time to look in the mirror and see what it shows.
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